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Famously Anxious
Olympic gymnast Aly Raisman’s father said jokingly to his daughter, “I’m 
more famous than you are.” His comment was based on the media’s 
coverage of him and his wife Lynn’s nervous reactions as they observed 
Aly’s Olympic routines. Their emotions on display became an engaging 
sideshow. The couple swayed and rocked as they anticipated Aly’s 
complex flips and twists. Lynn reached over and clenched Rick’s arm 
and fearfully peered out from between her fingers. There’s nothing 
quite like the anxiety of a loving parent!

Mary and Joseph also experienced fear and concern when Jesus 
disappeared as they were heading home from a festival in Jerusalem. After 
checking with friends and relatives, three days later they found Him in the 
temple dialoguing with religious teachers (Luke 2:46-47). Mary questioned 
Him: “Why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, 
searching for you everywhere” (Luke 2:48). Jesus responded, “But why did 
you need to search? . . . Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” (Luke 2:49). Given Jesus’ divine nature, it wasn’t wrong for Him to 
pursue His purpose—even at a young age. But in doing so, He asserted 
His independence from His parents.

Like Mary and Joseph, we may feel anxiety when our children or other 
kids we know and love begin to mature and exhibit independence. Our 
control lessens, and their control over their own lives increases. While 
some concern is normal, unless we believe that God is aware of the 
challenges our children will encounter, we may have difficulty letting 
them go. But if we release them into God’s care when the time is right, 
they’ll have the chance (like Jesus did) to grow “in wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God and all people” (Luke 2:52).

Taken from Our Daily Journey

Submitted by| Sarah Williams

Upcoming Events
WEEK 8

THU 13 SEPTEMBER
• SRC Lunchtime Basketball Match

WEEK 9

WED 19 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour 6pm

THU 20 SEPTEMBER
• SRC Lunchtime Basketball Match

THU 20 SEPTEMBER
• Class Carer Catch Up - Evening

WEEK 10

MON 24 SEPTEMBER
• Concert  Dress Rehearsal & Photos

TUES 25 SEPTEMBER
• Concert Dress Rehearsal
• Athletics Metro Champs

WED 26 SEPTEMBER
• Concert - Matinee Performance

THURS 27 SEPTEMBER
• Concert - Evening Performance

FRI 28 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes (Optional Day)



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 3 Science Show & SAPASASA Athletics

From the Principal
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS FOR ST PAUL LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL
Many St Paul parents will remember a series of 
workshops and parent sessions held in the latter half 
of 2017 to gather information for strategic planning. 
For the school council, this has been a year of further 
exploring this data, and making plans for St Paul. 
Following our previous Strategic Plan, St Paul has 
developed a strong vision for contemporary teaching 
and learning with a student-centred focus, both in 
learning and in wellbeing. Our new Strategic Directions 
will continue to build on these focus areas, including a 
community-oriented approach to involve families more 
closely.

Our key questions were:
• What do you value about a student centred 
experience?
• How can we continue to stay at the leading edge of 
education?
• What does it mean to be a Lutheran school in a 
diverse community?
• How can the school support the wellbeing of your 
family and the community?
• What should our school look like in the 2023? (When 
St Paul turns 50!)

In the coming weeks, the council is working to approve 
the Strategic Directions document for St Paul Lutheran 
School. I look forward to sharing this with you next 
term!

STAFFING NEWS
I shared with excitement earlier this year that Mrs 
Karen Brodie is expecting a child near the end of 
this year. Karen will finish during Term 4, and I can 
announce that Miss Angelisa Marino will take Mrs 
Brodie’s Year 3 class from Monday, 5 November (Week 
4, Term 4) for the remainder of this year. 
Angelisa has worked with many of the students at St 
Paul as a TRT over a number of years and will be a great 
addition to the St Paul staffing team.

BARTON RESERVE FENCING
St Paul families may have noticed this week that the 
fencing of Barton Reserve has begun. This may mean 
some minor inconvenience for those of you who park 
on Barton Street and walk through the park, however 
the safety benefits long-term will be great. Thank 
you for your understanding while these works are in 
progress.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
OUR PEDAGOGICAL FRAMEWORK
The St Paul Lutheran School Pedagogical Framework 
turns three next term. It is hard to believe time has 
flown by that quickly but also worth noting that many 
of our families were not here to witness its evolution or 
launch. The framework was designed to create greater 
clarity for teachers, students and families around the 
changing nature of learning and how St Paul was to 
address these issues. 

Three years is a long time in education at the moment. 
What we didn’t fully appreciate at the time of the 
release of the framework, was the document acting as 
a catalyst for change, rather than an end point. Over 
the next year we will revisit this document and update 
it to reflect the innovation that it has inspired. Too 
often educational institutions are guilty of becoming 
comfortable with their values and routines and 
become complacent. The shifting and evolving DNA of 
economies, technology and communities demand that 
education is more responsive now than ever before.

So examples of the education program quickly evolving 
at St Paul since the release of the framework include;

Digital Technologies: The introduction of coding and 
a variety of robots around the school has provided 
students with opportunities to interact with technology 
on new levels. 



Performing Arts: An increased focus on Performing 
Arts and performance opportunities over the last three 
years has allowed students to challenge themselves to 
step out of their comfort zone. Artistic expression is a 
key part of modern education.

Book Making/ Writers Workshops: Another outlet 
for expression, these new and emerging literacy 
pedagogies allow students to write in creative fashion, 
without restriction. The embodiment of student centred 
learning.

Word Inquiry: Word Inquiry gives students a chance 
to investigate how the spelling system really works. No 
more is there a reliance on just memorising phonic 
patterns. This is deep, comprehensive examination of 
the English language by learning word structure and 
meaning. 

Project Based Learning: Inquiry learning is often 
spruiked and discussed but dig a little deeper and the 
pedagogy does not often match the language. The use 
of Design Thinking and other inquiry models in the 
original framework insured teachers had options for 
the style of inquiry utilised in classrooms. Project Based 
Learning has provided teachers with more possibilities 
and flexibility in the way curriculum is delivered.

To live up to the vision of Connected. Innovative. 
Grounded in Christ, we must once again reflect on 
our practice and be responsive to the needs of our 
students.  Three years is a very long time in education.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SRC LUNCHTIME BASKETBALL MATCH
Students who have registered their name for the SRC 
basketball competition can wear their Sports Uniform 
this Thursday 13th September and next Thursday 20th 
September. A big thanks to the House Captains and 
Miss Baldock for the organisation of this event.   

CONCERT HELPERS WANTED FOR OUR 2018 CONCERT 
Concert preparation is in full swing! The Concert 
Ticket Order Form has been sent home. Tickets will 
be allocated on a first come, first serve basis with a 
maximum of four tickets per family for the evening 
performance. Tickets will be sent home soon!

We are also looking for volunteers to help with various 
jobs.

• Ushers for the matinee and evening performance 

• Help setting up chairs 

Thanks in anticipation for your help. Any questions 
please email Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OPTIONAL ATTENDANCE DAY FRIDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
The Friday following the concert evening performance 
will be an optional attendance day for all students 
from Reception to Year 6. Students who do come to 
school will be supervised in mixed-class groups and will 
support the concert clean-up. Please return the yellow 
return slip by Wednesday the 19th of September. Thank 
you in advance!

PICNIC ON THE PARK
Friday 23 November (Family Event) We are looking for 
some volunteers to help organise our next community 
event. If this is something that interests you, please 
email Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader



General News
SAPSASA DISTRICT ATHLETICS 2018
Congratulations to all thirty seven St Paul athletes who 
performed in outstanding fashion at last Thursday’s 
annual Adelaide North East District Athletics Carnival.  
A near-record 16 schools participated, making for a 
colourful spectacle at the Enfield Little Athletics Club 
venue.  

Two of our six 4 x 100m relay teams finished first and 
thirteen ribbons were earned by St Paul athletes in 
track and field events. Many also achieved ‘personal 
bests’ in their events and all gave great support to one 
another.

A big ‘Thank You’ to the large contingent of parents in 
attendance - for your encouragement and to those who 
assisted as field event marshals and/or with the pack-
up.

The following athletes have earned selection in the 
Adelaide North East team to participate on State Metro 
Day at Santos Stadium, Mile End, on Tuesday 25th 
September:  Xenia Salupalu, Robyn Hanel, Holly Graefe, 
Milika Hussaini, Ethan Hughes, Fergus Venning, Archie 
Kretschmer, Samuel Clark, Mehak Kaur, Imogen Healy.

St Paul Lutheran finished in second position (tied with 
Cedar & Endeavour Colleges) – a very commendable 
achievement.  

Kym Mickan, Tania Burgan, Armin Mayer and Ian 
Voigt |Organising Team

BASKETBALL FOR YEAR 2-YEAR 5
If you are interested in playing basketball for the school 
in the Summer season (Term 4, 2018 and Term 1, 2019) 
please ask for an ‘Interest to Play’ form from the office. 
If you have any further questions please email Mrs 
Folland at yfolland@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

CRICKET SEASON CONTINUES
A reminder that the 2018 season continues in Term 4 
for our two Kanga (Yr 2/3) teams and the Senior (Yr 5/6) 
team. 

Kym Mickan|Coordinator 

SPLASH News
Vacation Care forms are now available. They were 
emailed out to all families two weeks ago and are also 
available in hard copy at the school office or from the 
Splash sign in desk. Please complete and return by next 
Friday 21st September.

Our theme weeks continue at SPLASH, this week it is 
SPORTS week and next week is Construction week. 

With the warmer weather now upon us HATS will soon 
become compulsory for outdoor play. Currently we are 
daily checking the SunSmart app for the high UV times 
and as yet we have not needed hats after 3:00pm. 

However, by day-light saving time hats will be essential. 
Now would be a good time to find a spare hat for 
specific Splash use and leave it in your child’s bag. It 
does not need to be a school hat but must have a wide 
brim, caps will not suffice. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
YEAR ONE LORD’S PRAYER MILESTONE
On Saturday 25 August a small group of Year 1 Students and their 
families gathered here at St Paul to spend some time becoming more 
familiar with the Lord’s Prayer and praying to God. Using real ‘daily 
bread’, party whistles to glorify God, flowers and sunscreen we unpacked 
the familiar words of the Lord’s Prayer.  The parents spent some time 
discussing raising their children in the Christian faith and the young ones 
spent some time making Prayer Boxes with some familiar prayers and 
room to add some of their own.  

At the end a feast of coffee biscuits and juice was shared by all involved 
in this event.  It was wonderful to get to share this aspect of our faith 
with these children and families and we congratulate them on being part 
of this milestone - part of Our St Paul Path. Congratulations to Isabella 
Venning, Mya Kostiw, Hasiana Burfitt, Laura Monger, Alexi Heinrich 
for being part of this special day and for leading (with your very brave 
parents) The Lord’s Prayer at our Community Worship Sunday.  Please 
watch this space as we hope to add more milestones to the path to work 
with families and their children in forming their Christian faith.

SPY NEWS
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms. Our next get together is on Friday 21 
September. Time 7:00-9:00pm in the church hall. Cost is $2.00. Join us 
for games, chat, service and fun! Girls please bring something to share 
for supper. For more information, please contact Nicole Hall 0412 686 
342.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES

St Paul congregation is preparing shoe boxes for this great cause.  
Shoeboxes are available from the school front office.  Information on 
what to pack into the shoebox is inside. $10 is required to cover the 
cost of shipping, which we ask to be placed in the shoebox on top of the 
items. For more details please contact Louise Venning. 

Church photos featured this week:
• SPCS - Experience Prayer & Year 1 Lord’s Prayer Milestone


